Evaluating Sources Lesson Plan
Subject(s): Social Studies – English – Literacy         Grade: 9-12
Teacher(s): ______________________________________ School: Farmington High
	LESSON ELEMENT

	1. Arkansas Library Media Framework Standard(s) Addressed: 

· IL.3.12.3 This SLE has been mastered in Grade 5; however, students will continue to analyze resources for fact, opinion, and for point of view and bias in curriculum content tasks.
· IL.3.9.2 Select appropriate information resources using established criteria (e.g., usefulness, relevance, clarity of organization, currency, validity, authority, domains, scope, bias, readability, accuracy, propaganda)


	2. Learning Target(s): (What will students know & be able to do as a result of this lesson?)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Student will be able to determine whether or not the sources they have chosen to research are reliable, unbiased, and relevant by completing a CARS peer review checklist and finding more appropriate sources if needed. 


	3. Relevance/Rationale: (Why are the outcomes of this lesson important in the real world? Why are these outcomes essential for future learning?)

Students, whether they go to college or vocational/ technical school, will need to have the skills and knowledge to determine whether a resource they have chosen to use is appropriate.  In a situation not related to academia, this skill can still be applied to anecdotal research for students who simply want to research a topic for personal use.  Being able to determine whether or not that student should believe the information presented to them from a resource is a skill necessary to have for their personal, education, and workforce use.  


	4. Assessment Criteria for Success: (How will you & your students know if they have successfully met the outcomes? What specific criteria will be met in a successful product/process? What does success on this lesson’s outcomes look like?)

A student will have successfully met the outcomes and objectives of this lesson by going through the checklists and evaluating whether or not the resource he has chosen meets the criteria outlined by the teacher and the checklists.  The teacher will look for a completed checklist that includes notes from the peer reviewer on whether the resources are appropriate for the research needs and how to make the sources better (or what makes the sources great if there is no option to make them better). 


	5. Instructional Plan:

· Bellringer: Brainstorm current events that you are interested in learning about.  Students may use computers if needed
· Discussion of bellringer as a class.  Make a list of the current events the students came up with on the board.
· Go over lesson’s objective.  Revisit what it means to have a relevant and unbiased resource. 
· Depending on students’ previous knowledge: model how to do a search for information. 
· Have students choose a current events topic for their personal research.
· Have students fill out “potential sources” worksheet (find three relevant, useful, appropriate, unbiased sources) that would help them write a paper over their current events topic.
· Depending on students’ previous knowledge and use of the worksheet, model how to fill out the worksheet. There is an example of a filled out worksheet attached. 
· Once the students have found three sources, have them partner up with a peer.
· Pass out the CARS checklist (attached).  Have the each student evaluate his peer’s sources using the checklist.
· Make it clear that each student must provide helpful and beneficial feedback to make the peer’s sources better.
· Return checklists and “potential sources” worksheet back to the original student.
· If time allows, original student continues research based on the improvement suggest by peer reviewer.
· If time does not allow, give students some time during the next class period to make the improvements suggested to them.


	6. Activities/Tasks: (What learning experiences will students engage in?)

Students will learn what to look for in a resource.  They will learn how to determine what elements they need to look for in an unbiased, relevant, and reliable source by evaluating someone else’s sources and reading the suggestions a peer provided to their own sources. 

	7. Technology/Resources/Materials: (What texts, digital resources, & materials will be used in this lesson?)

Students will need access to a computer with Internet.  Students will need the “potential sources” worksheet, as well as the CARS checklist.


	8. Access for All:  (How will you ensure that all students have access to and are able to engage appropriately in this lesson?)

If the teacher does not have a one-to-one classroom where every student has access to a device that provides access to Internet in an easy to use manner, the teacher will need to reserve a computer lab or technology cart.  The teacher should also provide enough time in class or subsequent class periods to ensure all students have time to fulfill their research obligations in class without having to take the work home where Internet access might not be possible. 

	9. What 21st Century Standards are addressed?

· 1.4.2 Use interaction with and feedback from teachers and peers to guide own inquiry process. 
· 1.4.3 Monitor gathered information, and assess for gaps or weaknesses.
· 2.1.1 Continue an inquiry based research process by applying critical thinking skills (analysis, synthesis, evaluation, organization) to information and knowledge in order to construct new understandings, draw conclusions, and create new knowledge.
· 2.4.1 Determine how to act on information (accept, reject, modify).


	10. Does this standard support Common Core standard(s)?  Which one(s)?

· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.8
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.7
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.8
Evaluate an author's premises, claims, and evidence by corroborating or challenging them with other information.
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.9
Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources.



